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seven local towns to enter the

front doors of 12 treasured his

toric homes on the new scenic

tour, Back Roads pf the South

Shore. Three of Duxbury's his

toric homes are featured on the

tour that is celebrating its

opening this weekend.

Duxbury's included sights

frame the route's nearly 200-year

journey through history. The Alden

House, built in the 1650's by the

famous Pilgrim couple John and

Pricilla Alden, is the oldest home on

the tour. The Gershom Bradford and

King Caeser Houses in Duxbury

represent the Federal style of the

1820's, the most modern of the Back

Roads collection.

In summer 2002, ten historical organizations

from Scituate, Marshfield, Hingham, Cohasset,

Plymouth, Kingston, and Duxbuiy came together to

start the area's first cooperative historic project:

the coordination of a scenic route including his

toric homes from each participating town.

This Saturday, June 28 the societies are

celebrating the completion of the Back

Roads project with free tours through each of

the homes from 11-3, with a reception at the

Winslow House on 644 Careswell Street in

Marshfield from 4-6. The event will feature music,

hors d'oeuvres, and the opportunity to meet staff and
volunteers of local historical societies.

Patrick Browne, executive director of Duxbury's 120
year-old Rural and Historical Society, is the chair of Back

Roads. "The project just snowballed" he said, "we started as
three organizations, are now at ten, and more are still calling."

Although the Bay State Historical League represents all
historic sights in Massachusetts, Browne is excited because ,-j*"
"this is the first time South Shore's Historical Societies have
cohesively come together." Working on a collaborative effort rather
than on smaller, individual levels, he hopes, will form a symbiotic network
among the previously unrelated.societies.

^Plymouth

alden,org

0d$Vr Built in the mid 1600's,

brtahle dwelling occu-

ished fithperiod antiques, the
family \life in early New England.

75 Court h, Plymouth
508-746-1620;

www.pilgrimhall.org



to Ezra Weston,

' preeminence in

Represented as it

ys Federal period

lo
rotating exhibits,

Before working with Back Roads, Scituate Historical
Society member Betty Meisner said each society tended to
keep to themselves. "We knew one another, but there was
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from the African Revolution into the
20th centuiy.lt includes stories of local
manners, merchants, patriots, slaves, and
refojnmers. '
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events and activities were only mentioned in their^
own bulletin, but they have been included in numer

ous articles and publications since joining Back Roads:
"Working together and sharing ideas raises awareness .

that we're here," said an excited Browne.

After several monthly meetings with a representa

tive from each society, the group created a profes

sional full color pamphlet. Four inside panels open

into a map of the South Shore with a highlighted

route including all of the sights. Each home is
marked with a number and includes a photo and brief

description.

Excepting Plymouth's Pilgrim Hall Museum

which holds household artifacts, all of the sights

on the tour were once family homes specifically

chosen to give an intimate and focused look

into American life from the Pilgrim to the

Federal periods.

Built in 1667, the Jabez Howland

House in Plymouth is the only home

other than the Alden House to have

been Inhabited by Pilgrims. Letters

from Howland's famous descendants

Franklin Roosevelt and Winston

Churchill are displayed in the house.

The "Old Ordinary" in Hingham,

built in the 1680's, was operated

as a tavern or "ordinary," serving

the "ordinary meal of the day." It

displays 17th, 18th, and 19th

century furnishings, tools, and

artifacts in 14 rooms.
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says, will "get people who

wise not come."

The group is confident that Back

Roads is only the beginning of their for

mal forum. They hope to work on com

mon calendars, collaborate workshops,

and initiate more cooperative projects.

From techniques on preserving objects to

presenting exhibits, "all groups have

something to learn from one another,"

said Browne.

Pamphlets with directions can be found

at Duxbury's Rural and Historical Society

an -the Nathanial Winsor House on

, Washington Street, at the Alden.House

;<neaf ihe Library, or online at *he project's
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